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Hanna Glawari: Elizabeth Harwood (soprano) / Graf Danilo Danilowitsch: René Kollo (tenor)
Valencienne: Teresa Stratas (soprano) / Baron Mirko Zeta: Zoltan Kelemen (baritone)
Chor der Deutschen Oper Berlin / Berliner Philharmoniker / Herbert von Karajan (conductor)
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LEHAR B
Die lustige Witwe (BB 95’

Sou-Chong: Siegfried Jerusalem (tenor) / Lisa: Helen Donath (soprano)

Mi: Brigitte Linder (soprano) / Gustl: Martin Finke (tenor)

Chor des Bayerischen Rundfunks / Minchner Rundfunkorchester / Willi Boskovsky (conductor)
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LEHAR BE
Das Land des Ldchelns (48) 50’

Die lustige Witwe (The Merry Widow) by Franz Lehar is probably the most
popular, most entertaining, and most tuneful work ever created in the operetta
genre. Although constructed basically in line with the standard Viennese
operetta formula featuring the obligatory ball and exotic party, amorous
rendezvous and intrigues, misunderstanding and confusion, and so on, The
Merry Widow is outstanding in terms of plot development and characterisation.
Notwithstanding the necessary exaggerations for comical effect, its situations
and motivations are believable and even emotionally moving.

A small Balkan principality is threatened by bankruptcy. The country’s richest
citizen, the widow Hanna Glawari, is visiting Paris and is ardently pursued by
numerous Frenchmen and other young men of various nationalities. There is a
real danger of her marrying a foreigner and withdrawing her wealth from the
motherland, thus causing economic disaster to the nation. Fired by patriotism,
the entire embassy is mobilised to deal with the situation, and the handsome
and debonair first secretary, Count Danilo, is assigned the responsibility of
wooing Hanna into marrying him. This melodious light opera ends happily with
the nation’s finances saved.

A lively recording featuring soprano Elizabeth Harwood as Hanna, tenor René
Kollo as Danilo, and tenor Werner Hollweg as the Frenchman Rosillon will be
presented for your enjoyment. The Chor der Deutschen Oper Berlin and Berliner
Philharmoniker are conducted by Herbert von Karajan.
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